
Emergency Department 
COVID‐19 Patient Under Investigation (PUI) Evaluation Pathway 

Patient presents with fever, cough, SOB at initial ED 
screen. Patient placed in mask 

During initial screen, any 
travel or exposure history 
concerning for COVID 19? 

Place patient in single 
room with droplet 

precautions 

Continue with ED workup 

ED Team directs work‐up if 
any high risk factors for 

COVID‐19 uncovered. Move 
patient to single room if not 

already done 

ED work‐ up with possible 
COVID concern. Obtain 

CBC, XR 
(additional work up per ED 

team) 

High clinical concern of COVID‐19 
after ED Work‐Up/Meets criteria for PUI, 

Order COVID‐19 test 
See Appendix A. 

COVID test ordered 
‐ department and patient notified 

of result in 24‐48 hours 

Patient Discharged with CDC self 
isolation instructions and strict 

return precautions 

COVID test not 
indicated or 
alternative 

diagnosis obtained 

Discharge with 
return precautions 
and follow‐up as 

usual 

Attachments 
‐ Appendix A‐ PUI Criteria and Clinical Pearls 

‐Appendix B‐ Discharge Information 
‐Appendix C‐ Critical Care/ Intubation Pearls 

‐Appendix D‐ Surge Process 

Yes No 

COVID Test 
Not Indicated COVID Test Indicated 

Updated April 2, 2020 

Patient requires admission 
‐O2 Requirement 

‐Fever Uncontrolled 
‐Significant Comorbidities 

Admit to Medicine 
‐ Consider need for CT Chest 

Patient safe for discharge 

 
           

                 
       

     
       

     

       
     

     

         
         

     
           

 

       
     

 
           

         
           

   
     

   
       

       

         
       

 

     
   
 

 

   
   

     

         
   

       
   

   
    

     

   
 
 
 

   
       

     


